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that no prohibition shall be made ". In 1593 the principle of
a scale of prices was revived but the wheat price was now set
at 20S. the quarter. This was raised to 263. 8d. in 1604, 323.
in 1624, 365. in 1654, 403. in 1656. The price limit of 403.
was confirmed at the Restoration and advanced to 483. in
1663 *. These advances were necessitated by the movement
of corn prices; yet as the latter always exceeded the
statutory price limit, except only in eight years throughout
the period 1555 to 1663 *, it is evident that the policy of
protecting the producer masked a consistent determination
to safeguard the consumer. The following table shows the
statutory price limit and the average of the decade:

Year. 
Statutory Price
Limit, 
Decennial Averages.3 

s.     d. 

5.     d. 
1555 
6    8 
1551-1560 
I5    3| 
1563 
IO     O 
1561-1570 
12   IOJ 
1593 
2O     0 
1593-1602 
34 ioj 
1604 
26   8 
1603-1612 
35    3t 
1624 
32   o 
1623-1632 
43    7t 
1654 
36   o 
1 

1656 
40   o 
4 1653-1662 
47    aj 
1660 
40   o 
I 

1663 
48   o 
1663-1672 
35    8| 
A further check upon the export of corn was the elaborate
machinery of ' The Commission for Restraint of Grain ',
which controlled the movements of grain and issued licences
for transportation abroad 4.
In practice the statutory price limit was evaded by mani-
pulation of the market.    A proclamation issued in 1632 drew
1	Statutes, iv. part i. 425 (1563), 547 (1571) ; ibid. iv. part ii. 855 (1593),
1051 (1604), 1237 (1624) ;   House of Commons Journals, vii. 379 (1654) ;
Act and Ordinances of the Interregnum, ii. 1045 (1656) ;   Statutes, v. 183
(1660), 449 (1663).
2	Viz. 1570, 1619—1620, 1627 and 1653-1656, according to the prices in
Rogers, A History of Agriculture and Prices, iv. 290 ; v. 270-272.
3	Ibid. iv. 292 ;   v. 276.    Professor N. S. B. Gras, who has thrown
fresh light on the early Corn Laws, shows the disparity by another table
giving the average price of the three preceding years:   The Evolution oj
the English Corn Market, 243 (also pp. 230-232),
4	Gras, op. cit. 234-236.

